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UND ze that reapeth recriveth wages, end gather N 


unto life etfrnal: that both he that ſouei 


, and he that 
_ reapeth, may rejoice together. | b 


JESUS CHRIST, as he was paſſing through Samaria, in 
che courſe of his public mini, arrived at Sychar about 
the middle of the day, and fat down by Jacob's well. Here 
his diſciples left him, and went among the neighbouring in- 
habitants to purchaſe food. A woman belonging to the 
Place came out to the well to draw water : t enters 
into diſcourſe with her, convinces her of ſin, and reveals 
himſelf to her as the Meſſiah. Her heart was full, ſhe leaves 
her water-pot, haſtens into the city, and addreſſes the ci- 
tizens in a preſſing manner, Come ſee a man which told 
me all things that ever I did; is not this the CnrisT?” 
A crowd ſoon gathered round the extraordinary perſon at 
the well, and many believed on him. Chriſt's diſciples, 
on their return from the city, marvelled at the conduct of 
their Lord in entering into diſcourſe with a woman of Sa- 
maria. A bitter animolity had ſubſiſted between the Jews 
and Samaritans for many ages, originating in differences 
of a religious nature. To expect a ſudden complete remo- 
val of long prejudices of this claſs, is calculating too hip 

for the attainments of the beſt of men in the preſent world. 


Ox the departure of the woman, the diſciples invited 
their Maſter to refreſh himſelf with the food which they had 
procured. Chriſt replies to. their invitation by pointing 
them to objects which lay much nearer his heart than the 

refreſhment of his body,—<< My meat is to do the will of 
him that ſent me, and to finiſh his work“ He proceeds to 
Aluſtrate che ingathering of ſouls in Samaria now at hand, 
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and the future ſucceſs of his diſciples in the ſame good work 
in that and many other places, by the literal harveſt, « Lift 
222 eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white 
already to harveſt.” In the text and the two following 
verſes, he introduces conſiderations which tended not only 
to encourage their hopes, and awaken their diligence and 
zeal; but alſo to check their pride. Nothing could be more 
ſeaſonable, ſince they were to be ſucceeded beyond any of 
the public teachers of former times; as we find they were, 
after the Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon them in the day of 
Pentecoſt. However, they did but reap what the Pati. 
archs, the Prophets, John the Baptiſt, and Jeſus Chriſt 
had /owed » Other men laboured and they entered into their 
labours. In the text, while they are comforted with the 
promiſe of life eternal, they are told that their reward 
would be no other than that of the faithful ones who ſawed 
the ſeed which they were to reap ; that both he that ſoweth, 
and he that reapeth, might rejaice together: Hence we are 
led to conclude, —That the \ ours of all the miniſters of 
2 Chriſt tend to the advancement of his kingdom ;— 
t they ought to be more engaged for this than tor their 
particular ſucceſs ;—and that the future reward will be pro, 
portioned to their fidelity. I% 


1. Tur labours of all the miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt tend to 
the advancement of his kingdom. | 


CHRIS T is made head overall things to the church, and 
will render every event ſubſervient to the work which he 
is carrying on in the world, Even the wrath of man praiſes 
God, while the agent © meaneth nat ſo, neither doth his 
heart think ſo,” ut with wicked intentions is accompliſh- 
ing what God's mind and counſel had before determined to 
be done; as did Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
tiles and the | aw of Iſrael, in putting the Saviour to an 
ignominious death 1 

Tux aim of all good men is to advance the kingdom of the 
Redeemer. Among the friends of Chriſt ſome hold a higher 
and ſome a lower rank in his family, according to their gifts, 
and the ſtations which they are called to fill. Public teach- 
ers are ſet in the moſt diſtinguiſhed place in the church, and 
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are charged by the chief Shepherd erd and Biſhop of ſouls to feed 
the flock of God, to commit the miniſtry 1 le Ted faithful 


men, to defend the truth againſt its adverſaries, and to 
preach the goſpel to every creature. Labouring within 


.the extent of their commiſſion, they are workers together 


with God, and the word ſpoken by them is clothed with di- 
vine authority. All that they ſpeak or do by God's direc. 
tion will b& owned by Him, nor will he ſuffer any of their 
words to fall to the ground. Their hearers may remain 
ſtupid or vitibus, but the ſupreme object of their miniſtry 

will not be loſt. God's word will not return to him void, 
but it ſhall. accompliſh His pleaſure, and ſhall proſper in the 
thing whereto he ſent it. Diſplays of mercy or wrath, 
whether in the preſent or future world, promote the nlti- 
mate deſign of the Moſt High, the glory of his own name. 


This object was uppermoſt in Chriil's heart through his 


whole ſtate of humiliation. ++ When the time of his death 
drew near he prayed, * Father, the hour is come, glori 
thy Son, that thy Son alſo may glorify thee : I have gl 
fied thee on the earth, I have finiſhed the work which thou 
gaveſt me to do. Every faithful miniſter of the goſpel hath 
a portion of the ſame ſpirit with his Maſter. In proportion 
to his degree of holineſs, it is his chief aim to promote the 
intereſt of God*s moral kingdom, while he makes it as his 
meat and drink to do the will of his Lord, who placed him 
in the vine yard. Now thanks be unto God,” faith the 
Apoſtle Paul, « which always cauſeth us to triumph in 
Chriſt, and maketh manifeſt the ſavour of his knowledge by 
us in every place. For we are unto God a ſweet ſavour of 
Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in them that periſh.” 


Tux proſperity of the church in the preſent world is pro- 
moted by the ſervices of thoſe who are paſtors after God's 
own heart. We have no reaſon to conclude that any of 
them ſpend their ſtrength without ſome preſent ſucceſs : 


Wherever they are received, they are, no doubt, conſtant. 


promoting the religious improvement of ſome of their 
hearers. - Viſible ſucceſs attends the miniſtry of ſome fo 
Toon as they enter on their work; a few, after ſpending 
many years in the vineyard, hear for the firſt time a gener 
enquiry among the people of their charge, What muſt I 
do to be ſaved?” And though many pals through life with- 


Gs BYR DINATITONSER MO N. 


of ſeeing much fruit from their counſels and warnings, yet 
ſeed Jon by them may ſpring up in a glorious harveſt 
After they are gathered to their fathers, | 


$33% , FS. be * * 1 . UW O54 * | | 
- (IMPROVEMENTS in knowledge in any advanced of 


the world, are much indebted to the exertions and diſcove. 


it before the world in its native charms. The Reformation 
2 Popery is one of the moſt important events which has 
happened ſince the days of inſpiration. Various things pre- 
pared the way for ſetting bounds to the ghoſtly dominion of 
the Roman Pontiff, and the revival of a purer religion. 
Among theſe are to be enumerated the writings of #ickif, 
in the fourteenth century, and the labours and patient ſuf- 
PEO of good men before his time, and in the century fol- 
þ Joche n, the ſixteenth aroſe Luther,  Zuingle, Calvin, 
þ ne 
heir time. When theſe great and pious men lived, the 
time had come, and all 7 8 were made ready by Provi- 
gence, to give a ſhock to the Romiſk hierarchy ; from which 
it has not recovered to this day. They could not attribute 
their ſucceſs to their abilities or zeal, for, like all their breth- 
Fea in the midnight darkneſs of the chriftian church, th 
were but earthen veſſels, to whom the preaching of the gol- 


cs committed, that the excellency of the power might 


Punx ſcriptures give us abundant reaſon to believe, chat 

the religion of Jeſus will have a much more extenſive ſpread 
in the latter day, than it has ever yet had in the world. 
Light and truth will be the means uſed in gathering this 
glorious harveſt. Knowledge will be greatly increaſed, 
while the everlaſting goſpel will be preached to every na- 


4 


eminent Reformers, and reaped. what their pre- 


had been ſowing for many hundred years before 


rtr. 
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tion, kindred and The remarkable degree ' 
knowledge which ſhall then fill the earth, will be in a 
meaſure owing to the concurrence of events, which h 
been pointiug toward this period from the day when re, 
deeming love firſt dawned upon the world. All the falthe, 
ful, from the time of Adam, will rejoice together in the 


common” ſucceſs, when the kingdoms of this world ſhalt 


become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt” - 
II. Tus miniſters of Jefus Chriſt ought to be more en.” 

aged for the advancement of his kingdom, than for 
6 1 particular ſucceſs. | gh 


; +> $44 4 
6 4d 87,4 Wau 
Tux general good of Chriſt's kingdom is of infinitely” 

ter importance than the ſucceſs of an individual mini- 
ler: And hence it rſt be evident, that all who have that 
affection which regards objects according to their worth, 
will conſent to give up a leſs good when it cannot be obtain 
ed conſiſtently With a greater. Upon this foundation reſts. | 
the doctrine of ſelf-denial, fo eſſential to the chriſtian and 
miniſterial character. The higheſt good of God's moral 
kingdom is not confined to the life of one man, but extends 
ſrom the creation to the end of the world, and is of equal. 
duration with eternity. A miniſter whoſe heart is formed 
on this large icale, will be much more concerned about his 
duty, than his particular ſucceſs. He will be in earneſt to 
labor in the vaſt field which is before him, while he reſigns - 
to the will of divine ſovereignty whether he, or ſome other | 
perſon who ſhall come after him, ſhall reap what he had 
ſoweds/ - © K Car RY | 

F 


Ir a miniſter of the goſpel ſhould indulge a greater con- 
cern for his particular ſucceſs, than for the advancement of 
Chriſt's kingdom at large, dangerous conſequences would 
follow. Such are the beſt of men in this imperfect ſtate, 
that they are liable to be lifted up with pride, when their 
endeavours to promote any im t intereſt are rendered 
effectual. What ſcope would be given to pride, if they, 
were encouraged in judging of themſelves by the efficacy of. 
the means employed by them? Again, if perſonal 8 
might riſe above every other conſideration in their minds, 
there would be nothing in many caſes to prevent their fall. 
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into deſpair, - To what refuge could they flee in 2 day 
general apoſtacy, or when the word ſpoken by them be- 
apparently a ſavour of death unto death? Nothing 

could remain for their conſolation or hope, but they might 
with propriety pray for death with Elijah, and join with Je. 
_—_ * day wherein they were born - But 

ey who ſpeak in the name of the Lord, can never be juſ. 
tilled in imitating thoſe prophets in their deſponding hours, 
ſince the kingdom of Chriſt ſhall finally triumph, and their 
endeavours tor its advancement will contribute to its glory. 


Ir can be no juſt objection to what has been ſaid, that a 
chriſtian paſtor is required to have regard to the ſtate of a 
particular people, in determining to what part of the vine. 
* to confine his principal miniſtrations. He muſt learn 

is duty in this caſe by conſulting his own abilities, and the 
puintings of divine providence. All who have been called 
of God into the ſacred off ce, have not been equally qualified 
for every place, not even in the days when men were mi- 
raculouth endowed with miniſterial gifts. Paul was bett-r; 
qualified than John to meet the encounter of the philoſo- 
phers of Athens. The openings in providence, in connec- 
tion with perſonal qualifications,” will lead the prayerful 
teacher to a ſafe concluſion, in what place there is the fair- 
eſt proſpect of promoting the general good of the cauſe in 
Which he is embarked. Of this general good he is never 
to loſe ſight; nor can any engagements which he may form 
bind him to act againſt his ſupreme obligations to the Head 
of the church. And therefore, if on trial in a particular 
congregation, the people will not receive him nor hear his, 
words, he is countenanced by apoſtolic example, and com- 


manded by Chriſt, to depart from them. It is granted that 


the ſouls of the people thus left may be of equal worth, ſe - 
parately conſidered, with the fouls of thoſe who will re- 
ceive a faithful miniſter ; but tbe good of Chriſt's kingdom 
at large overbalances that conſideration, and requires that 
he turn from the open deſpiſers of the goſpel, and ſpeak to 
them no more. This is perfectly — em with that cha- 
rity which ſets general above private good, and is to be 
conſidered as exemplifying rather than counteraGing the 
. ſpirit of chriſtianity. 


want ag 
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Tur removal of a miniſter from a lower to a higher ſphere 
of uſefulneſs, is but a natural conſequence of the principal 
deſign of ifftituting all claſſes of 8 teachers Which have 
ever been in the church—“ The edifying of the body 

Chriſt.” _ Remoyals may take place merely on this ground, 
onlels Tome particular prohibition can be pointed but in the 


Wutnrvrxchriſtian miniſters are called to exerciſe their 
office, the promoting of Chriſt's kingdom claims their chief 
regard. To this they are bound to devote themſelves, 
tounting ing dear to them, that they mighr finiſh their 
tourſe with joy, and the miniſtry which they have received 
of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify.the goſpel of the grace of God. 

verned by ſuch motives they have every encouragement 
0 be diligent and unwearied in their work : As may fur- 
ther appear by conſtdermg, FA 8 GN 


In. Tuar the future reward will be proportioned to. 
their fidelity. - ih, 


 Notainc will be rewarded in the day of retribution but 
character: Faithfulneſs forms the character, and hence it 
mut be that which will evidence any man's title to the tree 


of life, k 


Tura hath no promiſe been made to any uninſpired 

man that he ſhall be ſucceſsful in converting ſouls to Chriſt ; 
but the ſcriptures abound with promiſes of a gracious re- 
ward to all the faithful. The words of the Great Prophet 
of the church in the xlixth chapter of Iſaiah, are full of 
conſolation to all the faithful miniſters of the goſpel, in the 
moſt diſcouraging ſeaſons : 4 Then 1 {aid I have laboured 
in vain, I have ſpent my ſtrength for nought and in vain; 
yet ſurely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work 
with my God. Though Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall 
I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God ſhall be 
my ſtrength. Chriſt, in his diſcourſe on the improve. 
ment of the talents in Matth. xxvth, proportions the future 
reward to paſt fidelity. Paul, in the third chapter of his 
firſt Epiſtle to the church at re, applies the ſame ge. 
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neral ſubject to miniſters of the goſpel in particular: . He 
that planteth, and he chat watereth are, one, and every 
man ball receive his own rt Ward, according to his own 


labour. do nur ids ar Wwe; 800 
6 edit Gnade Men eee . 3d 
Tux promiſe of à diſtinguiſhed reward. to thoſe ( who 
turn many to righteouſneſs,” proceeds on the. ground of 
great faithfulneſs in the inſtruments. Though we find in- 
ances in ſacred hiſtory of able and zealous, public teachers 
* ho had but Bae leert through 8 yet we find 
none remarkably. ſucceeded who were not eminent for their 
Ecelity, This 1s che aer why a cron of ſuperior luſtre 
becomes the portion of thoſe who, by God's bleſſing, ſave 
many fouls, from eternal. death. In this connection it is 
eaſy to ſee why the Apoſtle Paul ſhould ſpeak of thoſe who 
were converted to the faith by his miniſtry, as his * crown 
of rejoicing in the preſence of our Lord eſus Chriſt at his 
coming*” | | 3 
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IMPROVEM ENT. 
N a review of the preſent ſuhject, it appears that hu 
mility is of great importance in the miniſters of the 
Wich the loweſt member of the church, they are wholly 
dependent on divine grace. I he ſpirit of humility will lead 
them to adopt the language of the chief of the Apoſtles, 
«© who is ſuflicient for theſe things??? The ſame temper 
will influence them to acknowledge God in their ſtudies, 
and public ſervices. Ihe Author of the human mind can, 
by a {mall incident, lead it into a train of moſt enlighten- 
ing and uſeful thoughts. God hath ever heard the deſire 
of the humble, and promiſeth to guide the meek in judg- 
ment. I hat miniſter who beufed up with his knowledge, 
grieves the Holy Spirit, .and provokes him to withdraws» 
Awful effects will follow: He will be in danger of ſcandali- 
zing his profeſſion, and the goſpel, by ati immoral life; or 
pat, may prompt him to exerciſe himſelf in things too high 
for him, to reſt in mere ſpeculation, or to look down with 
contempt on the attainments of other perſons or ages. The 
meek and humble ſpirit of the goſpel, will prove the only 
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effetual ſecurity againſt being loſt in the mazes of error, 
and againſt attributing perſonal improvements or ſucceſs to 
fancied ſuperior abilities or goodnefs. - The mitiifter-who 
is clothed with humility, will bleſs God for the helps which 
he derives from the labours of good men who lived before 
him, and will think himſelf honoured in reaping what others 
have ſowed ; he will not think that every thing great in 
the church of God muſt be confined to the period when he 
on the ſtage, bus will cheerfully ſubmit to the Great Lord 
of all to promote his kingdom in his own time and way. 


- AGAIN,” We may infer fiat there is ample room for dili- 
genee in the work of the goſpe] miniſtry; tb 


Ix chriſt are hidden all the treaſures of wiſdom and know- 
ledge- Every ſcribe which is inſtructed unro the kingdom 
of heaven, will bring forth out of theſe treaſures things new 
and old. The revelation which we enjoy opens a wide 
field for our contemplation. The truths of chriſtianity are 
ſimple and ſublime, and while they deſcend to the loweſt 
capacity, they riſe infinitely above the comprehenſion 'of 
the moſt enlarged created mind. The accompliſhment of 
many predictions, ſince the canon of ſcripture was com- 
pleted, has thrown much light upon the ſicred writings. 
There are prophecies fulfilling at the preſent time, and 
others remain ro be unfolded. Theſe conſiderations are 
well ſuited to enlighten and eſtabliſh chriſtians in the faith, 
and to ſilence the avowed enemies of the croſs. 


Wr are under great obligations to bleſs God, that we 
live at ſo remote a period of the chriſtian diſpenſation ; that 
ſo many burning and ſhining lights have been raiſed up in 
the church ſince inſpiration ceaſed ; and that we may de- 
rive great benefit from their writings, by which they being 
dead yet ſpeak to the living. Shall we fit idle with fo many 
helps in our hands? To boaſt of new difcoveries in ſubjects 
more fully diſcuſſed before our time than ſince, would bring 
us into contempt with all men of information: On the other 
hand, ſhould we puſh our enquiries into the things which 
are revealed, further than any who have gone before us, 
we ſhall deſerve praiſe. The man who takes a ſtep in know- 
ledge beyond the reſt of the world, is not on that account 
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chargeable wich inſulting the aſhes of his fathers; but is te 
be conſidered as evideneing that he reveres the memories of 
thoſe who laid the foundation for his improvements. 


As faithful Rewards of the myſteries of God, we muſt 
daily diſcover the worth and extent of that benevolent ſyſ. 
tem, which we are called to ſtudy and explain. In propor. 
tion to our prayerful diligence in this good work, our minds 
will be more and more anumated in proſpect of the immenſe 
treaſures before us. CS es 15 


Ox a ſurvey of our duty as watchmen, a croud of mo- 
tives urges us on to the greateſt diligence and zeal in the 
duties of our ſtation. We watch for ſouls as thoſe who muſt 
render an account unto God. The ſouls of our charge are 
deeply intereſted in our miniſtry. Effects will flow from it 
which will reach to generations yet unborn, to the ſecond 
coming of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the endleſs duration of fus 


ture rewards and puniſhments, 


My Fathers and Brethren in the Miniſtry, 


WHEN we conſider the nature of that holy religion 
which we are called to preach, and the promiſes and pre- 
ditions with which it abounds, we have every encourage- 
ment to be active and zealous in our work. The ſpirit of 
pure benevolence which runs through the ſacred writings, 
poſſeſſes an inimitable beauty, and lays the only foundation 
for perfect harmony and enjoyment among intelligent be - 
ings. This unites the taithtul of all ages to the kingdom 
of God, and to each other. With what holy ardor muſt 
ve riſe to our work, when we contemplate the glories of 
the Redeemer's kingdom, the worth of the ſoul, and the 
promiſed reward? In the future meeting in heaven love 
will glow from each breaſt, and join the common theme of 
praiſe, © Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive 
power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honor, 


and glory, and bleſſing.“ 


Wr are on the Rage in one of the moſt eventful periods 
the world ever ſaw, The ſpirit of free enquiry which was 
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rouſed a few centuries ago, after ſlumbering a thouſand 
years, has of late made an amazing pr Civil and 
eccletiaftical tyranny have received a ered wound, and we 
hope will ſoon be baniſhed from the earth. The world is 
ſwiftly preparing for the general ſpread of light and truth, 
as predicted long ago in the oracles of God. An acquaint, 
ance with human nature, and the hiſtory of the church, 
will not permit us to look for the accompliſhment of Zion's 
„without great convulſions in the kingdoms of the 
world. Great abuſes ot reaſon and the paſſions in matters 
of religion are alſo to be expected, before Jeruſalem ſhall 
become the joy of the whole earth. It is of the higheſt im- 
portance that ſpiritual guides know the ſources of truth, 
be able to ſtand forth in its defence, and poſſeſs all the re- 
quiſite abilities to recommend it to their fellow-men. The 
eſent attritions and ſhakings in the religious world, loud- 
4 call upon us to gird on the armour of righteouſneſs on 
the right hand and on the left, and to maintain the ſimpli- 
city of goſpel faith and practice, amidſt the ſallies of enthu- 
ſialm, To licentiouſneſs of luke- warm chriſtians, and the 
ſcoffs of open infidels. The greatneſs and difficulty of our 
work can prove no diſcouragement to us, if our hearts be 
warmed with the love of God. Let us think and act on the 
at ſcale of chriſtian benevolence. Our private joys or 
jorrows mult appear of ſmall moment in compariſon with 
faithfulneſs to our Lord, and the eternal intereſt of periſh- 
ing mortals. The cauſe of heaven will ſtand, eit will 
triumph over the ruins of time, and its glories will be 
unfolded in the preience of aſſembled worlds. To what 
eater honour can we aſpire than to be found doing our 
Matters work, and waiting for the day when he ſhall come 
to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe. | 


My beloved Kinſman and Friend, 


WHAT are your fcelings on this occaſion ? You are now 
in a public and ſolemn manner to devote yourſelf to the ſer- 
vice of God in the goſpel of his Son. This is the nobleft 
employment on this fide heaven. The cauſe in which you 
have engaged is the cauſe of all good men, and of all holy 
beings in the Univerſe, You are called to labour in the 
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Tame field with the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, and al 
the highly favoured ſervants'of God, from the creation t 
the end of the world. Every ſtep which you take will be 
followed with great and laſting conſequences, - conſe. 

which will out · live you and your dying hearers, 
end will extend into boundleſs eternity. Viewing yourſelf 
At a finfnl worm of the duft, your heart muſt be filled with 
admiration at the divine condeſcention and grace. Conſi. 
uering yourſelf as acting on fo broad a theatre, how muſt 
vou be animated to fidehty and zeal! 197%) 659 


- From long and intimate acquaintance with yon, I am 
ded ro hope that you have counted the colt of being a diſci. 
ple * — of Jeſus Chriſt. On every recollection of 
That gr -providence which hath -preſerved you amidſt 
he of and brought you to this important 
Hour, you muſt feel conſtrained to teſtify your love to 
Chriſt, by feeding the ſheep and lambs of his flock, by pro. 
<laiming the unſearchable riches of his grace to periſſüng 
Aumaers. | 9 21% — 


As a chriſtian miniſter you are ſet for the defence of the 
goſpel. Lou will be unworthy of your ſtation if not able to 
contend earneſtly for its divine original, and heavenly doc- 
trines.— The clergyman of this age and country will have 
no deference paid him, if his abilities and manners do not 
command reſpect.” ö 

THE voice of reaſon and natural conſcience proclaim that 
there is a God, the Creator and Governor of all things, and 
Xhat mankind are bound to worſhip him. If public * 
to the Deity were the creature of the politician, we ſho 
not have found it ſo early as the patriarchal ages. If the 

origin of all religion be attributed to prieſts, it may be re- 
plied, that they could not have perſuaded mankin. l univer- 
ſally into a belief of ſome Deity, and their obligations to 
worthip him, had there been no previous ation laid 
for ſuch belief and worſhip, in the human mind. All men 
will invoke ſome ſupreme power, when they feel themſelves 
to be in danger, and deſpair of help from any created arm, 
in ſpite of their bravado or philoſophy. In examining the 
various abſurd religions which have found warm admirers 
among mankind, we are compelled to join the general la- 
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ence the deduction of the moſt enlightened Pagan ſages is 
ous, chat man ſtands in need 3 ſupernatural guide, 
f the Old and New Feſtament be compo, 
dot jarring ſyſteme, , they cannot demand our aſſent. But 
It will. not follow that ſuch is their matter becauie they do 
not fe fully open to our comprehenſion. Ih argue con 
ditions, from the depth of ſubjects, is adopting; a mode 
reaſoning which is exploded in every human ſcience, becauſt 
admitted, it wotuld land the ſtudious in uniyerſal doubt; 
ad check all the higher exertions of the mind. It cannot 
thought ſtrange that the mode of God's exiſtence, and 
is moral government, ſhould be involved in myſteries ts 
the view of creatures who are but of yeſterday. It becomes 
the chriſtian miniſter, in reconciling the ſacred books with 
themſelves, to examine the different parts by the occaſion 
andend of their delivery, with the helps.to be derived from 
the age, ſtate of improvement, and other circumſtances of 
the nations or perſons concerned. The friends of revealed 
religion have nothing to fear from a compariſon of the 'The- 
ology of Moſes with that of Egypt. We may continue the 
compariſon of ſcripture Theology as revealed at ſeveral pe- 
riods, with that of Chaldea, Greece, or Rome, or with 
any religion which has been promulgated from the cloſe of 
the Canon to the preſent time. I he goſpel muſt appear of 
infinite importance on account of the ſcheme of mercy which 
it contains; it opens a way for the acceptance of the guilty 
with an offended God, it affords a ſure relief from dejpair, 
and teaches us to endure the troubles of life with patience 
aud fortitude. Our divine teacher hath brought life and 
immortality to light, and hath ailured his followers that the 
momentary afflictions of time will work for them a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory in the world to come. 
He hath ſet them an example of purity, ſubmiſſion, patience 
and fortitude in life and death. Where can we behold 
theſe virtues in ſuch luſtre as in the life and miniſtry of the 
Son of God, in the garden of his agony, and the croſs on 
which he poured — hig ſoul unto death? The diſintereſted 


2 which the goſpel breathes demonſtrates its perfect re- 
ſemblance to its Divine Author, and furniſhes: a topic for 
argument which no ſkilful advocate will paſs. in ſilence. 
This ſource of evidence is permanent, and leads to conclu- 


16 ORDINATION SERMON. 


ſmalleſt information. 1 hey mult Tee, if not given up 
the | pers of unruly paſſions, that ſuch a religion 
could not be the offspring of the proud and ſelfiſh heart of 
man. Had tho goſpel been a cunningly deviſed fable, it 
could not have made its way in the face of the learning and 
power of the Roman Empire, while refuſing to call to its 
aid the weapons of the Alexanders and Ceſars of the world; 
Bleſſed be God, the goſpel yet lives, and will live, in 
ſition to all rhe powers of earth and hell, and will one 
ſpread over the whole habitable globe, and carry light, 
peace, and liberty to nations now ſitting in the ſhadow of 
death. Miracles were wrought to confirm its divine origi- 
nal in its infancy. The providence of God is proclaimin 
its divinity the preſent moment. Infidelity muſt have tak 
deep root in our hearts, if we can look on the preſent ſtate 
of the deſcendants of Iſhmael and Jacob, with other events 
before our eyes, and not acknowledge that the prophecies 
were given by Him to whom all things are known from the 
beginning of the world. | 


You muſt, my friend, eſteem it a high priviledge tobe a 
miniſter of this religion, and determine not to know any 
thing ſave Jeſus — Hog him crucified. If the Son of 
God be nothing more than a creature, we cannot reconcile 
with his nature, the divine names, attributes, operations, 
and homage, given to him in the ſcriptures. The doctrine 
of the atonemen:, and the divinity of Chriſt, muſt ſtand of 
fall together. Explain both law and goſpel in your preach» 
ing. None will come to Chriſt for ſalvation; unleſs previ- 
oully convinced of the extent, rectitude and goodneſs of the 
divine law. Lay open the nature and demerit of ſin, with 
the interminable puniſhment which awaits the impenitent, 
and warn ſinners immediately to flee from the wrath to 
come, and to lay hold on the hope ſet before them in the 


Tegeneration, and bring up ſuch rules of trial as ſhall ſepa · 
rate between the wheat and the chaff in experimental rell. 
gion. This will prove the moſt effectual method to ap pb 
Firirual pride, to-comfort thoſe who have paſſed from dea 

unto life, and to faſten conviction on the minds of all, that 


a title to the tree of life muſt be cleared by exerciſing every 


fions which are intelligible and convincing to perſotis of the 


goſpel. Explain the nature, and inculcate the neceſſity, of 
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race, and practiſing every virtue, which compoſe the 
Erika character. Abound in clear Muſtrations of all 
bratiches of evangelical truth and duty, addreſſed to the un - 
derftandings, conſciences and hearts of men. Exerciſe 
office in all its branches with fidelity, and endure hard- 

neſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt under the numerous 
trials of the chriſtian miniſterial — bo you are 
ing to ſ to your con tion, realize that you are to 
Aadrels — ſouls, d This ſeaſon may be as laſt to 
ſonie-one preſent, and that it will be revived to his joy or 
confuſion in the great day of the Lord. Such meditations 
will tend to give a fervor to your diſcourſes which is not to 
be acquired by art, or the habits of profeſſion. Pray for the 
divine bleſſing on your ſtudies and public miniſtrations. Pray 
for the peace of Jeruſalem. Under alt diſcouragements, ari- 
from want of preſent ſucceſs, bear in mind „ That many 
may recal your words to their everlaſting joy when your 
body ſhall be mouldering in the duſt ; that the future re- 
ward will be proportioned to your fideility, and that Chriſt 
will appear as a glorious conqueror when he ſhall ſtand on 
the earth the ſecond time. Should you be favoured with 
a ſucceſsful miniſtry, you will remember, that it may be 
attributed ro the prayers, inſtructions and warnings of the 
Great and Good Man who went before you in this part of 
the vineyard,* not leſs, and perhaps much more, than to 


'your own. But whoever be the inſtrument, all the glory 


is to be attributed to free, rich, and ſovereign grace. 


_ FinALLY, my dear Brother, be encouraged to labour 
and faint not. Live under clear and lively views of the 
eternal world, and of meeting your whole flock at the tri- 
bunal of Him who will judge © e living and the dead. Hea- 


—— H— 


* Tux Rev. Josxyn BELLAMY, P. D. the firſt Miniſter 
in this place : He died March 6th, 1790, in the 72d. year of 
his age, and goth of his miniſtry, A ſhort account of the cha- 
radter and extenſrve uſefulneſs of this Great Man has been pub- 
liſhed in the Sermon delivered at his Funeral by the Rev. Mr. 
Bzxxbier, of Woodbury, and in the Appendix ſubjoined by 
another hand. 
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ven and earth warn you to take heed to yourſelf and mini. 
ſtry. Behold theſe. immortal ſouls committed to your 
charge! Could your illuſtrious predeceſſor ſpeak to you 
from the church above, with what energy and pathos would 
he lift up his voice! 1 he holy angels are witneſſing to the 
ſolemn tranſactions of this day] But what is infinitely great. 
er, THE LORD JESUS, who walketh in midſt of the golden 


candleſticks, and holdeth the ſtars in his right hand, com. 


mands and promiſes from the throne of his glory, He thou 
faithful unto death, and 1 will give thee a crown of life!“ 


My Brethren and Friends of this Church 
an Congregation, | 


YOU cannot refrain from mingling the tears of ſorrow 
with the effuſions of joy on this — It revives the 
memory of your late venerable paſtor, who reſts from his 
labours, while it calls upon you to offer thanksgiving unto 
the God of all grace, that you are ſo ſoon and ſo happily 
united in the re- ſettlement of the goſpel miniſtry. The 
eyes of the world will be upon the people of Bethlem, to 
obſerve their fruits, after fitting ſo long under one of the 
brighteſt luminaries of the age. Let your zeal for the faith 
— order of the goſpel, and all branches of holy living, 
evidence that you have not been highly favoured in vain. 


To launch out in praiſe of the man whom you have now 
chaen for your ſpiritual guide, would in me be ſuſpected 
of partiality towards a favourite kiniman. My prayer is 
that he may juſtify your choice, prove a rich bleiling to you 
and your dear children, long continue a helper of your joy, 
and be extenſively uſeful in the church of God. Your 
duty and intereſt require that you relieve him as much as 
poſlible from cares foreign to his employment, and throw 
no hindrances in the way of his growth in chriſtian know- 
ledge. I need not inform you that he cannot be reſpectable 
in his profeſlion, nor probably ufeful, unleſs he devote 3 
large proportion of his time to ſtudy. Encourage him by 

ing at peace among yourſelves, and a ſteady attachmen:. 
Follow him wherein he follows Chriſt, and indulge no un- 
chriſtian ſeverity in your remarks upon his imperfections. 
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By mutual benevolent and friendly offices may you grow in 
each other's eſteem, and your hearts be knit together in 
love. A deep concern for your ſouls, and for the honeur 
of the chriſtian religion, will impel you to know them who 
labour among you, and are over you in the Lord and ad- 
moniſh you, to eſteem them very highly in love for their 
work's ſake. © How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth peace, that 
bringeth good tidings of good, that publiſneth ſalvation, 
that faith unto Zion thy God reigneth!ꝰ Be importunate 
at the throne of grace that your paſtor might come unto 
you in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chriſt, that 
the word of the Lord might have free courſe and be glori- 
fied, and that a chriſtian church and evangelical miniſtry 
might be continued here down to the ſecond coming of 
155 Chriſt. May you keep the word of his patience, and 
e kept from the hour of temptation, which ſhall come 
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth,” 
and at the cloſe of a well ſpent life may you meet before the 
throne of God, and ſerve him day and night in his'temple. 


To concLUDE—Let this whole aſſembly acquaint them- 
ſelves with the nature, and feel the importance of the king · 
dom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. He is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings, and they that are with him are called, and 
choſen, and faithful.” Chriſt hath not a friend preſent, 
nor on the earth, who repents his dedication to him; nor 
an enemy, who will not ſoon become reconciled to his do- 
minion, or reject the counſel of God againſt himſelf forever. 
The glory of that kingdom which employs the counſels of 
eternity, and the operations of time, will one day appear 
to all intelligent creatures, to their everlaſting ſoy or con- 
fuſion. Ye deſpiſers of goſpel grace, harden your hearts 
no longer, to-day hear the voice of the Son of God. Ye 
followers of the Lamb, patiently continue in well-doing, 
for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh ; «© He vhick 
teſtifieth theſe things, faith, Surely I come quickly.“ 


Now, unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
only wiſe God, be honour and glory forever and ever. 


AMEN. 


CCC 
„ e n e e 
N my -vh »y LEVIHART, A. M. 

Paſtor of 4 Church in Preflon, 


T ordination of chriſtian miniſters by prayer, and the 


laying on of the hands of the Preſbytery, is not leſs - 


ancient than ſolemn. It is a religious conſecration to the 
ſacred office, by elders of the churches larly called, 
According to the genius of the goſpel, and the uſage of the 
primitive church. = 


| SIMILAR conſecrations of perſons devoted to God for his 
bleſſing, by holy men, may be traced in ſacred hiſtory to the 
remoteſt antiquirty.* 


Fo che firſt inſtitution of the chriſtian church, this ſig- 
nificant rite hath been applied to the ordination of — 
cal miniſters. The importance and ſolemnity of the work, 
evince the propriety of ſuch à conſecration, and ſuggeſt a 
ew, ms reaſon for the charge, which, from time immemo. 
rial has attended it, and which has conſtituted a part of the 
public ſolemnities. 


Dip the Apoſtle, wich great folemnity, charge Timothy 
to exerciſe all good fidelity, in his work as a goſpel mini- 
ſter ? Weinfer, with the utmoſt propriety, that ſucceed- 


—— ſhould receive a like charge, and tranſmit it to 


ers. To this part of the ſolemnities of the day we art 
now to proceed. 


Dear and Reverend Sir, 


YOU having been this day ordained a Biſhop in the 
church of Chriſt, and a Paſtor of this flock, agreeably to di- 


/ 


* Gen. 48, 1120. Numb. 27, 18—23. Deut. 34, 9+ 
+ 2 Tim. 4, I, 2—5. 
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vine rule, by prayer with the impoſition of the hands of the 
preſbytery the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chargeth thee to be 
2 good miniſter in the church of God. To this end, you 
mult live under a habitual dedication of yourſelf, to the ſer · 
vices of Chriſt in this good work—<< He that deſireth che 
office of a Biſhop, deſireth a good work.” By your delibe- 
rate choice, you are now ſet apart to theſe delired ſervices. 
It is exceedingly important and ſacred, You mult therefore 
« keep yourlelf pure, by a life of ſtrict religion and con- 
verſe with God.—It is highly arduous and di : Far 
beyond the ability of the moſt eminent chriſtian and Divine. 
Ajuſt view of it, will lead you to ſay with an Apoſtle, Wha 
is ſufficient for theſe things? You will need much of rhea 
divine ſtrength and grace. This muſt be {ought and ob- 
tained by the prayer of faith. 


Yova trials will be numerous and ſevere. You muft 
« watch and pray leſt you enter into remptation””—and may 
the prevalent interceſſion . pray for thee that thy faith fail 
not. Jou are to preach and propagate a religion which 
conſiſts in ſelf-denial. You muſt therefore practiſe it your. 
lelf, and be thou an example to the believers in word, in 
converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity,” and 
in all branches of the religion which you preach. Vo 
are to preach a benevolent religion. Let it be exemplified 
in your life and manners. the ſervant of the Lord muſt 
not ſtrive, but be gentle to all men, apt to teach, patient, 
in meekneſs —— thoſe who oppoſe themſelves.” —In 
ſhort, on a curſory view of miniſterial duty, the field wi- 
dens, and we are ſwallowed up in the greatneſs of the work, 
and the weight of the charge. You will afford your ſe- 
rious attention to the following outlines of the work to 
which you are devoted. 


Lou muſt preach the word of God, and © be inſtant, in 
ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon.” © Reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all long ſuffering and doctrine.? Declare to your 

ers, whole counſel of God, and keep back 
nothing which is profitable to them.”—You muſt © teach 
them publicly, and from houſe to houſe.”—— You will feed 
the ſheep and lambs of the flock—ſupport the weak, com- 
fort the feeblo-· minded detect hypocrites, and warn the 
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harden'd, the impenitent, and unbelieving.—You will 
«« ſtudy to approve yourſelf unto. God, a watchman who 
needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. Lou muſt diligently watch over the flock in 
which the Holy Ghoſt hath this day made you an overſeer to 
« feed the church of God which He hath purchaſed with his 
own” blood.” ou muſt lead this church in all che 
branches of brotherly love and chriſtian diſcipline—You 
muſt faithfully adminiſter the goſpel ſacraments, baptiſm 
and the Lord's ſupper, to proper ſubjects, according to the 
word of God: And, when regularly called ro ſerve other 
paſtors, or churches, you will do it with readinefs and fide. 
lity. And, in the important ſervice of ordaining chriſtian 
miniſters, you will lay hands ſuddenly on no man, but in 
the fear of God, to the beſt of your judgement, “ Com- 
mit theſe things to faithful, and well qualified men only— 
« who ſhall be able to teach others alſo. ???“? | 


. THAT you may be a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, you 
muſt live a life of watchfulneſs, of prayer, and communion 
with God, and give yourſelf to reading and ſtudy, that you 
may be a icribe well inſtructed into the kingdom of God, 
and able to bring from the goſpel treaſure, things new and 
old. That you may diſcharge all parts of your duty 
with fidelity ànd ſucceſs, as well others, as the particulars 
which have now been mentioned. Read frequently, and 
with practical attention, the holy ſcriptures in general, but 
eſpecially, the deſcriptions of a good chriſtian Biſhop, drawn 
in the Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, and ſtudy, labour 
and pray much, to be that good chriſtian Bilkbop. 


Tux work before you is exceedingly important. The 
ſouls of this people and of their children are committed to 
your charge, and you are to watch for them as one who is 
io give an account. If they periſh through your unfaithful- 
neſs, their blood will be required at your hands; but ff 

you are faithful, and the happy inſtrument of their final 
ſalvation, they will be your joy and crown in the day of the 
Lord Jeſus.—** Endure hardneſs therefore as a good 
ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt; “ be ſtrong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might: Be ſtrong in the grace which 
. is in Chriſt Jeſus. Mou have much very much, for your 
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encouragement—Y ou are employed in the nobleſt work, 
under the beſt Maſter, and are invited to the nobleſt reward 
of fidelity - you are ſupported: by the beſt examples, and 
animated by the moſt numerous and honourable aſſembly of 
ſpectators Lou are engaging in that great deſign which 
has employed the talents and zeal of prophets, -apoſtles and 
martyrs—of the wiſeſt and beſt men in every age of the 
church—of the holy angels of heaven, who Ai to the 
heirs of ſalvation, and of the ſe of God, the great Author 
and finiſher of our faith.” Surrounded as you are with ſuch 
a cloud of witneſſes, will you not“ lay aſide every weight, 
and run with patience rhe race before you?? 


AMONG this numerous aſſembly of heavenly ſpectators, 
who can ſay how many ſpirits of the juſt made perfect, 
are looking on us?— The nature of the caſe—their known 
attachment to the church on earth, and to their chriſtian 
friends below, together with many ſacred paſſages, ſeem 
to authoriſe the ſolemn and ſupporting apprehenſion, that 
they viſit the church, on offices of kindneſs, and are ſent 
from their abodes in glory, on deſigns of benevolence. If 
ſo, what multitudes of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits may we ſuppoſe 
to be in this houle of prayer, attending the ſolemnities of 
the day !-—-Among them, and more deeply intereſted than 
the reſt, do you not perceive the ſpirit of your venerable 
predeceſſor, who laboured, watched and prayed for this 
people during the ſpace of almoſt fifty years; and after be- 
lug detained for a hetle more than three years between life 
and death, received his diſmiſſion from the ſorrows of mor- 
tality and aſcended to glory. Had you known his deep con- 
cern for this people of his charge, as it was known to the 
ſpeaker, and how earneſtly he deſired and prayed for a faith- 
ful and well qualified ſucceſſor, and that the bleſſing of God 
might attend and crown his labours—You would readily 
conceive him, a joyful ſpectator of the preſent ſolemnity, in 
the proſpett that his beloved people are receiving a Paſtor, 
who will watch for their ſouls and be faithful to the death. 
O let ſuch proſpets be well founded, that there may be joy 
in heaven on this and many ſucceeding days, that the bleiſed 
goſpel of the grace of God, is again daily proclaimed, and all 
tue parts of the chriſtian miniſtry again diſcharged in Beth- 
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lem, with wiſdom andfidelity,—Andin ſome diſtant period; 
in a good old age, may you be welcomed to the manſions re. 
ſerved for 2 who have been faithful to the death. 


FixaLLY, we bid you a moſt affectionate farewell, and 
charge you before God and the Lord Jefas Chriſt, who 
mall judge the quick and the dead, at his appearing and 
kingdom, chat you obſerve theſe things, without pretering 
ene before another, doing nothing by partiality;ꝰ and that 
vou take heed to your miniſtry to ſulfil it. redn 


Wr wich you the divine preſence, and that your labour 
may be crowned with abundant ſucceſs. 


Now may the God of peace, who brought again from 
ake dead dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the 
theep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 
vou perfect in every good work ;—that when the Chief 
Shepherd (hall appear, you may be glad with exceeding 
joy, aid recche a crown of glory wluch fadeth not away. 
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Dear beloved Brethren, 


WE behold you this day, with pleaſure and ſatisfaction; 
united in one whom we truſt comes to you in the fulneſs of 
the goſpel of peace. We rejoice with you in your preſent 
union; which we view as a happy omen both of your profit- 
ing under his miniſtry, and of his being ſucceſsful among 
you. It is our hearts deſire and prayer to God, that 
brotherly love may continue and greatly abound among you. 
We not only deſire and pray for it; but ſhall ever act agree- 
able to the ſame, in readineſs to afford you all that aſſiſtance 
and advice, which your circumſtances _ call for, and 
God may enable us to give—viewing ourſelves equally en- 
gaged in the cauſe of our common Lord. 


AND you, reverend and dear Sir, we own as a fellow 
labourer in the goſpel of Chriſt : In teſtimony of which, we 
do now Sl to that ancient and apoſtolic example, 
give you the right hand of fellowſhip—hereby declaring 
your equality with us as miniſters of Chriſt, and our ju 
expectations of your help and aſſiſtance, when the cauſe of 
God, and the intereſt of the church of Chriſt, ſhall call fer itz 


Our prayer to God is, that we may keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bonds of peace, til ue all come to the unity of the 
aith, and of the knowledge of the Sen of God=——"T hat when 
we, who are miniſters of Chriſt, cannot continue any lon- 
ger by reaſon of death ; and that laſt day ſhall come, when 
yonder globe of light ſhall be plucked from his ſphere; turn- 
ed into darkneſs, the moon into blood, and the ſtars of hea- 
ven ſhall fall; and the laſt trumpet's ſound ſhall awake the 
dead. We may meet our reſpective congregations at the 
right hand of our Lord and 3 his approbation 


\ 
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as and faithful ſervants—and have the people jof our 
reſpective charges for our crowns of rejoicing : Which may 
God of his infinite mercy grant, for his—our people's and 
our own fakes. | 
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